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to pay handsomely for intelligence and other s< rendered, and provide them with just sufficient esc ensure their personal safety. On the advice of the (i Staff measures of this kind were initiated, and in a time matters assumed a different aspect. Of eours best way of thwarting the enemy's designs and of n our position permanently secure was to give the Tu Mesopotamia a sound beating, and arrangements ft were put in train.
Lieutenant-general Sir Perry Lake commanded i theatre between January and AuguM 1<}K>, and wa> succeeded by Maude, who had gone to Mesopotami; his division from Kgypt early in the year and had quently been in command of an auny eoips. \Vlu question of a successor to Sir Percy was being cons by the (iovenunent, 1 hail no hesitation in reeomtm that Maude should be given the appointment. and alt no exception was taken to him no pattieular desii shown tti select him, one reason for this putbablv bein. the officers whose names were mentioned a-, altcin were much better known to the mim'stei:, with whoi decision rested. Maude was, in fact, almo-.t entire! known to them at the time, and therefore it was the gratifying to me that in the end Mr. Asquith acreptt recommendation,
I  was quite   ready   to   accept   responsibility  fur knew that Maude- possessed a high standard tit how qualification without which, and histoiieal exception? withstanding, no man is lit to hold an important conn I also knew that he was eareiul of tin- interests of his held  sound   views   on   tactical   and   stiategieal   qur-recognised  the  value  of good  organisation,  and  in way seemed to In* the ideal man to clear up the Mesopot; muddle and give theTurksa thrashing into the bargain, well he, justified his selection is one of the most   In chapters in the history of the liieat War.    Wiselv de\ his energies first to the impiovewent of the abojjiiuab! of  nmmnmieulion  and   the  ttaining  and   oiganis.tti his troops, he patiently l;d)oured and waited until hi-paratkms were sufficiently good tu justify an advaunh to the centres of intrigue and disaffection a few Englishmen of the right type to give our version of the state of affairs, furnish them with money
